


rom the Tamed Mulsanne Straight In
Tertre Rouge, the Le Mans moad mice has
long been a shwvplace for Chevrolet
power. And 20Es competition was no ox
ceptien, & Corvelie camed i1s [ifth GT1 class
viclary in =ix years The Moo 44 Compuware
Coreette C6H, driven by Cliver Gavime, Olivier
Heretta and Jan Magmussen, finished fourth
overall in the grueling batile. The Mo, 63
Compuware Corvette CGE, driven by Ron
Fellows, Jehmmy (FConnell and Max Papis,
fimished seventh after encountering drive-
train prohlems,
The Mo G Corvette’s win was the latest in
a long e of successes for Chevralet in the
wirld's mast Tamous endurance mee, Chevy's
Le Mans siory began m 1900, when Rripgs
Cummingham fielded three Corvettes in the
realiation of a dream by Sora ArkoasCuntow.
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The latter eriginally wanted 1o mce a Corverte
55 = a technological marvel with §ts magne
sium body, wbular steel space frame, and-a
fuel-inpected small-block VH under its long,
sloping hood = in the 24 Hours of Le Mans
in 1957, The 55 did mce earlier thal year at
Sebring before suspension problems Forced it
pal of the action. Hot then, opposition from
e Auwroenohile Manufacturerss Associiison
to Fackory imvolvement in motorspars meant
the 55 project had 1o be shelved and the car
never made if o France,

Team Cunningham’™s Corceltes poougmed
the firsl three spots of the 1960 rce’s starl
ing grd since coars lined up by engine size
= 83 cubic inches of fudl-injected small
block power in the wase of the Chevys, A
Ffourh Corvelie was in the moee foo, under
the Camoradi %4 hanner.

For most afl the Corveties, the punishing
race lived op Io its repulation, bul one of
them = driven by Jobn Fitch and Bob Gross-
man = made history. Team Cunningham's
Corvette Ma, | was destroyed in a crash at
the three hour mark. 4 second Cunnmaingham
eniry, Corvette Mo, 2, st time when it had
o be disg ol of o sandpit and then suffered
engine Failure al hoor 20, Team Camoradi's
Corvette ended up 10" when the e ended,
bt hadn't completed enough distance 1o be
classified as an official finisher,

Srd then there was the third Team Cun
ningham car. Fitch and Grossman's Coredie
overheated near the end of the mee and regu
lations prevented the team from repéacing
the lost coolamt. Vankess imgenuity triumphed,
however, when the team manager ordered
the crew 1o pack the engine with ice from the



tesan's catering tenl = and the resull was
an eghih-place overall Fmish and a First
place in the GT class, It was the best fin
wh by a Copvette until the 3R arrived on
the scene in 260 in the factonysupporied
Corvetie Racing program,

In the intervening years, a varely of
Corvettes and Chevrolet-powered, ar af
least Chevrolel-supported, cars conlin
ued fo compele in the fabled race, drien
by legends like Phil Hill, Bob Bondu
rar, Dack Guddstrand, fohn Greenwoeod

whose co-driver was comedian gk
Smobhers and even Cale Yarbarongh
ol & “AK Tame.

When Corvette Bacing picked up the
toech in 2000, the Le Mans |legacy con:
nued Corvetfes took third amd Fonarth
in 2008 first and second i 20001 and
2002 second and thard 1n 2003 Firsd
and second in 2004 amd 2005; and, of
course, first again this year. In fact, when
it comes to ihe storied roads of Le Mans,
Corvette is mow the winnimpest manufac:
furer im recent GT class history.

“This = the kardest race in the world,”
sai Men, B3 cosdrver OFConnell, "This s a
very special time in Corvette hastory — five
Le Mans wins in six years is an imoredible
record against very stifl competition.”
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